Press Communications, LLC
1329 Campus Parkway
Wall Township, NJ 07753

732-751-1119
6 August, 2018

Marlene Dortch, Secretary

Federal Communications Commission
455 12t Street SW

Washington DC 20554

RE: MB Docket No: 18-119
Media Bureau Announces Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) In the Matter of
Amendment of Part 74 of the Commission’s Rules Regarding FM Translator Interference
Published in the Federal Register

Dear Ms. Dortch:

On May 10, 2018, the Commission adopted and released a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking In the Matter
of Amendment of Part 74 of the Commission’s Rules Regarding FM Translator Interference’ - MB Docket
No. 18-119 - (hereinafter the “NPRM”). The Commission sought comment on a number of proposals
designed to streamline the rules relating to interference issues caused by FM translators and to expedite
the translator complaint resolution process. The following comments are being filed RE: MB Docket 18-
119 on behalf of Press Communications, LLC (PCLLC).

PCLLC is the licensee of 5 Class A FM stations in the State of New Jersey, mostly in the
Monmouth/Ocean NJ market. Before outlining our thoughts regarding the NPRM, we would like to
state we are not opposed to the use of translators for “fill in” service as they were originally intended, or
for helping smaller AM radio stations survive the rigors of competing in the ever more difficult world of
audio choices. Indeed, nearly half of New Jersey licensed AMs have availed themselves of this very
practical approach to helping AM broadcasters advance and continue service to their communities. We
are among them. We do, however, strongly object to those translators when they intrude on FM
listening patterns established over the past 30 to 70 years that both New Jersey listeners and
broadcasters rely upon.

Moreover, as worded, we view the referenced NPRM is a thinly veiled attempt to turn a service which
from its inception is clearly secondary to full power stations to one that, if the proposed changes are
implemented, will make translators largely equal in status to the primary service and protections
currently afforded only to full power licensees without the important obligations that go with it. In
essence, we are creating a new class of FM service.

For years, translators were used to fill in “holes” in the coverage of existing FM stations. Somewhat
abused in the beginning, stations in California, for example, where placing translators out of market and

I Amendment of Part 74 of the Commission’s Rules Regarding FM Translator Interference, Notice of Proposed Rule
Making, MB Docket No. 18-119, FCC 18-60 (rel. May 10, 2018) (FM Translator Interference NPRM).
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sometimes out of state, so much so that the rules were eventually changed. Translators of commercial
stations now had to be within the protected contour of that station. Strangely, no such prohibition was
placed on non-commercial translators in the commercial band which, along with no filing fee, led to
thousands of non-comm applications in the 2004 window.

In 2004, the Commission opened the floodgates to translator applications, causing a myriad of perhaps
unintended consequences for broadcasters. It has been reported that over 14,000 translator
applications were filed. With computer technology, and with “non-comms” paying no filing fees, that
group represented a disproportionate share of the applications. Having granted thousands of translator
licenses over the past 13 years, the FCC now finds itself at a crossroads. Namely, in most parts of the
country all the “low hanging fruit” in the way of available, relatively interference free spectrum for
translators has been claimed, which has led to an increasing number of interference complaints from
regular, full power FM licensees and the public they serve. Thus, the Commission is faced with a choice;
does it want to create upheaval with existing FM service long provided outside stations so called
“protected” contours or does is want to recreate the same issues that in no small way has led to the
slow death of AM radio as we see happening today.

Sadly, unlike what we are doing today for AM stations with FM translators, there is no Plan B for FM.

Historically, AMization, as the term was coined, was brought about by the continuing drive to place ever
more AM stations into a static amount of bandwidth from the 1920s through the 1970s. Over time the
practice brought us share-time stations; highly directional patterns that often did not cover the same
areas day and night; daytimers where stations found themselves on the air for only 9 hours in the depth
of the winter months; or sending the message to manufacturers it was OK to cut back on bandwidth to
the point where listening to AM became intolerable. In recent years we have had broadcasters
abandoning AM licenses as many lower power stations could not rise above the ever-rising noise floor,
and in the process. became economically unviable.

AM also has its equivalent of translator service with licenses for stations with as little as 250 watts of
power. Yes, changes in technology, and particularly the internet, have had an impact on all audio
listening, AM and FM alike. But to no small degree, what has happened to AM will happen to FM if the
continuing incursion from translators is not reasonably arrested.

To gain perspective on how we arrived here requires digging back to the beginnings of the FM service
we know today. For the many who will be reading these comments and hearing these augments and
examining these findings for the first time, it is important that they be viewed in the historical context
from which they have emerged. It is for that reason that we provide the following chronological
information.

The concept in the mid-1940s was FM would replicate, and over time supplant, AM as a primary
electronic programming source in the home (remember, in 1945, when many of the decisions on FM
were made and are still largely with us today, television was still not a force and would not become so
until the early 1950’s). The assumption was that listeners would erect antennas on their roofs of their
homes, at 30 feet for reception, with stationary receivers in the living room as a source of entertainment
and information, much as AM did, and at the time, continued to do so.
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Now fast forward to today. Most radio listening occurs in automobiles with antennas at 6 feet in the air
traveling at speeds of up to 75 miles per hour. Local stations entertain and inform listeners as they
travel to and from work or running errands. Stationary listening now largely takes place in the workplace
inside concrete and steel buildings with indoor antennas. Meanwhile, video sources have also
supplanted radio as a primary entertainment source in the home.

Which means the very premise upon which protected radio contours are determined no longer meets the
needs of listeners or the stations that provide the service. This is particularly true for Class A
broadcasters. Which brings us to the unique situation confronted by the majority of FM broadcasters in
New Jersey.

Researching FCC actions from mid to late 1945 shows a Commission, as World War Il draws to a close,
anxious to roll out FM service, but torn by competing interests as to how best to do it. Attached are
excerpts of articles from “the Billboard” magazine during that time and from actual FCC releases giving
flavor as to the debates and the decisions of the day. The FCC, CBS and NBC and others all had
competing plans as to how best distribute frequencies to competing interests.

Prior to this point FM had resided in the 42 to 50 Mhz band. Most agreed those frequencies were not
well suited to FM broadcast nor were there enough frequencies in the 8 Mhz to meet post war demand.
Thus was born 88 to 108 Mhz. Regardless, of old or new FM, all FM stations had the same power and
height; 20 kw at 500 feet. All were only protected to the 1 mill (or 60 dbu) contour as is commonly
referred to today.

But as the articles and releases depict, demand for frequencies quickly out stripped supply and thus was
born 3 classes of licenses; metropolitan (20 kw at 500 feet HAAT), community (1000 watts at 250 feet)
and rural which had stations with power levels ranging from 10 kw to as high as 200 kw. CBS presented
the most far reaching plan arguing for a total of 20 “metropolitan” stations in the immediate New York
region with at least half going into the city itself. Philadelphia was to get 13, Baltimore 10 and so on.

Allocations, under the CBS plan, were to be made on alternating (every other) channels. Community
stations were to be located above the metropolitan band. Above that, from 106 to 108 Mhz, wireless
facsimile which was soon dropped to allow for more FM stations. While parts of the overall plan were
rejected, much of the plan was adopted and stands as the basis for many of the allocations (and
associated issues) we live with today.

Docket 6781 dated October 26, 1945 (attached) offers a look at initial FM assignments in Zone 1. New
Jersey received several “metropolitan” allocations, but strangely only one community license was
mentioned as possible along almost 80 miles of coast from Sandy Hook to Atlantic City (that area today
is home to nearly one and a quarter million residents in the two counties of Monmouth/Ocean).
Eventually, the plan for 20 community (now Class A) frequencies was adopted in Zone |I. Sandwiched in
between the reconfigured allocation for the Bs, the plan would have worked for New Jersey had it not
been for Class Bs also being placed in Philadelphia (and Allentown PA) in between NYC Class B
frequencies. The combinations of both moves, without giving thought to the impact on New Jersey,
largely blocked opportunities for licenses in the fast-growing NJ suburbs after the war.
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Worse, the Philadelphia Class B stations were largely placed within Philadelphia city limits, pushing what
few opportunities NJ licensing prospects had to the edge of the coast where most of them reside to this
day as 3 kw Class As. Indeed, it was only because many of these stations were licensed prior to 1964
that many of the Class As in New Jersey even exist. This is because prior to 1964 and the adoption of
mileage protections, allocations were done on desired to undesired ratios (interference protections). For
As to Bs, it was the 1 mil to 1 mil. Post 1964, the FCC adopted higher power levels for both classes (50kw
at 500 feet for Bs and 3 kw at 300 feet for As). Protection for the Bs went from the 1 mil to the half mil.
The new protections and the move to mileage separations from the Bs to the west largely closed the
door on inland NJ Class A allocations as can be seen on the attached map. The move also explains the
reason for such a high proportion of 3 kw facilities in the state. Had the FCC put a 10 mile westerly site
restriction on east Pennsylvania Class B or metropolitan allocations in 1945, FM service in New Jersey
would be radically improved today.

Subsequently. In a 1964 rule-making, As did gain the right to move up to 3 miles closer to a B without a
reduction in power only to lose it upon adoption of 73.215, which does not even allow for the use of the
built in interference between As and Bs in an application.

So why the history lesson? Because it is here lie the roots of the problems confronting most New Jersey
broadcasters in the NPRM.

Section 307(b) of the Communications Act of 1934 directs the FCC to “make such distribution of licenses,
frequencies, hours of operation, and of power among the several States and communities as to provide
a fair, efficient, and equitable distribution of radio service to each of the same”. The Act also calls for the
FCC to ensure licensed stations provide for the public interest, convenience, and necessity.

No one can argue the clarity of 307(b). Yet, New Jersey fared dismally under 307(b) in the Act. The
Garden State currently has 46 FM licenses, most of which (27) are Class A facilities. Of those 27, 15 are
substandard 3 kw stations. The state also has 14 Class Bs and 5 B1s. Indeed, 41% of New Jersey's
stations serve only 6 % of its population. But the real story is where the service areas of most of those
facilities are located.

As can be shown on the attached chart (service area sorted % of total service over water), half of New
Jersey’s FM stations lose 40% or better of their coverage over water, mostly the Atlantic Ocean. Many
suffer losses of 60 to 75%. Of the 23 stations affected, seven are Class B or B1, but the balance are Class
As. So in short, even with the Class A stations that the state has, many are severely handicapped by the
loss of signal over water. The attached map graphically shows the impact on stations with a loss of over
50% rather than 40% as we could not fit all 23 on this size map. These charts and maps prove that no
consideration of important local service in New Jersey was given any thought whatsoever with the
placement of transmission facilities approved for Eastern PA and/or New York, many years ago.

Moreover, as for the mandated fair and equitable distribution, consider the following New Jersey
examples: Morris County, with a population of over half a million residents has only one 3 kw Class A.
Likewise, Middlesex County, with a population of 850k. Nearby Union County, population 550,000 (the
size of the York, PA market) and Bergen County with a population of over 900,000 (roughly the
equivalent of the entire Albany, NY market) have no local FM service. (Note the York, PA market has 6
Class Bs and an A while the Albany market has 26 stations, split 9 Bs and the balance As.) Residents in
these under-served counties have no choice but to rely on stations in nearby counties for local New
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Jersey FM service. In many instances, that coverage is well outside their protected contours and, as
shown on the accompanying chart, often out to the 40 dbu contour.

You may say these residents receive coverage from stations in New York and Newark, NJ. But stations
are charged with primarily addressing the needs of their city or community of license and secondarily,
surrounding communities. But | can assure you the issues in both New York (out of state) and Newark
are far different than those confronting the myriad of suburban communities in the outlying counties.

This unjust radio reality is the result of the actions taken by the FCC in 1945 and later in 1964. By tying
FM allocations to existing AM stations and filed applications in 1945, and then proclaiming cities like
New York would only have one class of service (metropolitan), and then using the same logic for nearby
cities like Philadelphia, condemned New Jersey to largely relying on underpowered Class A facilities to
serve its rapidly growing population and then only where they could be “squeezed” in.

Take our market, Monmouth/Ocean, the 54" largest in the country. The market has 9 locally licensed
FM stations, two 6 kw As, six 3 kw As, and one B1 at the southern end of the market. None come even
close to covering the entire market which is nearly 40 miles wide and 70 miles long. The market has a
high percentage of commuters to northern NJ and New York City, most of whom use automabiles for
transit. While in their vehicles, along these commutation routes, local Monmouth and Ocean New
Jersey radio stations provide news, information and entertainment far outside their respective
“protected” contours.

This is not hyperbole. Look at the charts prepared by Nielsen’s Scarborough division showing heavy
listening to most cited NJ class A stations well outside their 60 dbu contour; and in many cases, out to
their 40 dbu contours. Similar results are shown for Class Bs. These charts are not an anomaly. They
were prepared with a full year's worth of listening data.

What the charts clearly show is listener demand for New Jersey programming, this despite the access to
higher power stations in New York (and Philadelphia). In effect, most New Jersey Class A stations,
particularly those in the northern part of the state with few higher power facilities, are doing the job
which should be normally relegated to Class B facilities. For that reason, we believe New Jersey Class As
should have protection as if they were Class Bs.

The question may be asked, how is it possible that listeners can pick up such stations at such distances.
There are two answers. The first, mileage separations take into account only protected contours of full
power stations. Those protections often leave receivable “corridors” of interference free service.
Where these “corridors” do exist they have over time have become relied upon areas for listenership to
local stations outside their protected contours. In some instances, these “corridors” can exist for many
kilometers or miles in multiple directions.

The second answer complements the first; the dramatic improvements in the front ends of radio
receivers and the change in listening patterns to mostly in car listening. From the 1940s through the
1970s, tuner technology largely remained the same. Even high-end quality receivers from the era
usually boasted no more than 2.5 microvolts of sensitivity on the front end. Typically, lower end radios
were lucky to have half that amount. Contrast that with today’s receivers in automobiles that can have
usable sensitivity of .6 to 1 microvolts with selectivity (rejection of adjacent channels) that largely rejects
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any signals other than strong 1st adjacent channels (which is not to say we should abandon 2™ or 3™
adjacent protections as anyone who has purchased a cheap table or clock radio can so attest).

In light of the treatment New Jersey broadcasters have had to endure over the years, from the very
beginnings of FM radio as we know it, they should, at a minimum, enjoy at least reach equal to what
would be normal Class A coverage that would normally be heard over land. But to remain viable in an
ever more competitive world of audio choices, and to maintain the high standards the New Jersey
broadcast community has always adhered to in serving its residents, we ask the FCC to seriously
consider the damage implementation of the NPRM (if adopted) will do to well established listening
patterns developed over the past 60 plus years in New Jersey.

What is clear is that the Commission needs to revisit the entire nature in the use of, and awarding of,
translators. As in the case of granting new primary licenses, the FCC needs to mirror an orderly method
of determining who should get preference when a translator may be available. Should an out of state
non-comm get preference over a local commercial 500 watt day-timer? Likewise, if a choice comes
before the FCC between a translator for a third HD channel or a needed fill in for a primary channel for
another local station. It is our fervent observation and opinion that as an industry, both the Commission
and the broadcasters need to acknowledge the FM band is now fully packed with little room to meet the
“need” for more translators without destroying existing service.

We see the NPRM, as designed, to facilitate processing translator applications at the expense of New
Jersey (and other states’) broadcasters. We respectfully suggest that the real standard to measure the
worth of the NPRM is to place value on the convenience of the public and their interests in receiving long
established patterns of interference free local radio reception.

We, at Press Communications believe, at a minimum, the proper course of action is to leave the rules for
New Jersey as currently written, with the exception of re-instating a 30-day period for responses to
applications rather than the current 15 days. We do agree that displaced translators should be able to
move to any available interference free channel.

Respectfully submitted ,

PRESS COMMUNICATIONS, LLC

LT E I

Robert McAllan, CEO
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Appendix 1511

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION
Wasmincron 25, D. C.

In the Matter of
ASSIGNMENT ofF FM FREOUENCIES
¢ EXISTING FM LICENSES IN THE
NEW YORK METROPOLITAN DISTRICT,

Docker No. 6781

OcTower 26, 1945,
REFPORT BY THE CoMMISSION

This proceeding arose as a result of the Commission’s action of Sep-
tember 12, 1945, allocating frequencies to the existing FM licensses
and permittees and providing that licensees could file objections with
the Commission concerning their assignment, Only three objections to
the frequencies assigned were filed and all three of these related to New
York assignments. These ghjections were filed by Columbia Broadcasting
system, National Broadcasting Co., and Bamberger Broadcasting Serv-
ice, respectively. A hearing was requested and was held October 15, 1945.

At the heaning Columbia Broadcasting System presented a proposed
Plan for allocating frequencies in area [ which diffeted from that pro-
posed by the Commission. The claim was made that under this new pro-
posal, it would be possible to have about 10 stations in New York City
with approximately the same coverage and that the average coverage of
FM metropolitan stations outside of New York City would be greater
under the CBS proposal than under the Commission's proposal,

The Commission has carefully examined the CBS proposal and sup-
porting data. [t appears from this examination that under the CBS
proposal more of the channels assignable to New York will have ap-
proximately the same coverage than is possible under the Commission’s
proposal but as a result some of the channels assigned to other cities
will have a somewhat smaller service area beyond the 1,000 microvolt-
per-meter contour. The claim that the average coverage of FM stations
outside of New Yaork would be increased is not borne out by the data,
On the basis of all the data, it appears that there is no material difference
hetween the Commission’s proposal and that of CBS so far as average
coverage of FM stations in area I is concerned. However, it should be
noted that the CBS proposal does have some advantages over the Com-
mission proposal so far as interference within the 1,000 microvolt-per-
meter contour is concerned. Under the CBS proposal there are only
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three instanices where interference will pceur within the 1,000 microvolts-
per-meter contour whersas under the Cormission’s proposal there are
nine such instances.

In view of the foregoing, the Commission has determined to adopt
the CBS proposat as the basis for allocating FM metropalitan stations in
area 1. It should be pointed out that the proposal will not be followed
m any hard-and-fast manner by the Commission but is published as a
guide to people interested m FM as to the general manner in which the
Commission expects o license FM stations in area L

At the hearing on October 13, an applicant for a new station in the
New York area appeared and objected to the granting of frequencies
to existing FM stations. Two points were made. In the first place, it
was urged that no frequencies be assigned at this time to existing sta-
tions but that such stations should be required to compete with all other
applicants for the 20 frequencies which are available in New York,
However, it should be noted that existing licensees da stand on a different
focting from applicants. Had the Commission determined not to move
FM higher in the spectrum, po question weuld be raised with respect
to the license status of present licensees. The fact that in order to mini-
mize skywave interference the Commission moved the whole FM band
to a pesition higher in the spectrum has no impact upon the status of
existing licensees and persmttees,

The second point raised was that the best assipnments should not be
given to the existing licensees but that applicants as well as existing
licensees should be entitled to cumpete for them. The answer to this is
that under the Commission’s rules and regulations all of the New York
stations will have opportunity for equal coverage within the 1,000 micro-
volt-per-meter contour and this is the only contour that is protected in
area [ by the Comrmssion’s rules. Moreover, while some of the channels
do appear to have a theoretical supeniority so far as coverage beyond
1,00¢ microvolt-per-meter contour is concerned, this is only temporary
at the best until more stations are licensed and may disappear even before
then. The evidence at the hearing indicated that all caleulations were
based on the assumption that each station would be operated with effec-
tive power of 20 kilowatts and an antenna height of 500 feet and that
the antenna would be located as near the center of the oty as possible.
Deviation in any one of these factors by stations on the same or adjacent
channel might change the theoretical superiority. Finally, not all of the
theoretically best channels have been assigned in New York to existing
stations. Some of the existing licensees in indicating their preference have
been assigned channels which are not the theoretically best in New York
City. Hence, a representative number of the theoretically best channels

is available in the New York Ciry area for the new applicants.
MFCC
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As a result of the Commission's action in adopting the CBS proposal
as a basis for allocation in area I, some changes have beet necessary in
the assigiuments to existing stations and permittees. The new assignments
are listed below in table I. In table I1, there are shown the channels
which are available for assignments in the various ¢ities of area [, or in
nearby cities, according to the CBS proposal as adapted by the Com-
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Tamc I—Fregueney Arsigements for Exizting FA Dreedoest Siplerns ond
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1C‘hl3nnel gnmhuml Eyatey corpesponds Lo that specifed in FCC rule 1201, m3 promilgated
. la, 194
This city would be elipible for commonity statiots.
11 F.C.C.
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Name of city ﬂfﬂ-_ﬂl 'ﬁﬁ:ﬂm‘i:h Channel Number!
50 Bl Latg ncarhy citics
Sew Vark—Cantinued
Middictown ..... hdrdeatan L (';
Newhurgh . .. ...v0civnencncs 1 z
H" ank Eiu “FhFr+Farakakn 13 Eu 21. EJ’ 251 2?' 29. 31*
13, A5, 37, 39, 41, 43,
45, 47, 49, &1, 53, 55,
) 7, 54,
Pou [ | {’;
White Plaing ................ 1 i1
Woodside . .ocuiiciinbinsnmens 1 (1)
Pn::ﬁ.ulﬂnil:n hich E .
entown, Heihlchem, Esston.. 4 | 34, 35, 38, 40,
HALFIBMEE - vvnvreensnanans. 3 & 45, 47, 4%, 70, 72, 7E
Huzellom ... .o.iuvinnnnecnens 1 [ti
Laneasrer . .oiiiiivasrarnnnias 1 21, M.
Fhiladelphis .. ................ 10 i% | 42, a4, 406, 45, 50, 52,
gﬂé. 56, 58, 60, 62, M4,
i T 2 4] 26 8, 10, 32
Seranugt:, Wilken-Barre ... ..... 3 B | &1, 81, 45 60, 71, 71,
S TR
York 2 5| S8 S .
R_hnd,e I‘-l-"-ll-d-:----|-I-|-|-r-|r-r--|--|r . . . \ .
Pawiockel, Proyldence ,....... 4 G | 54, 58, 58, 7O, TE YR

Norx A—There in n possibility of adding channei Ho. 67 1o Secanlon.
Nory B -—Channels No, 51, 53, 55, snd 57

Washinglon aren

are available for wide coverage salionn in Moonl

1 Channel numbering system corrssponds to that specified in FCC orule 3.201, as promulgated

Sept, 12, 1945,

This city would be cligible for communiy sations,
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FCC AND

Allocations
Burn Outlets

There’s not enough chan-

nels to go around so some-

body’s going to lose out

&
By Lou Frankel

NEW YORE, Oct. 1.—FCC thls week
found itself confronted with something
distinctly unusual in the biz, namely,
locals and nets both on the prowl for

a fight. Fracas Is over the recently an-
nouncec FM gllocatlons.

Webs are fuming over the quality of
what they got (see other story on this
page for the web point of view). Local
applicants, on the other hand, are furl-
aus over (1) the quantitative side of the
allocaticn; (2) the inconsistencies or in-
accuracies in the FCC's pronunciamentos
anent FM, and (3) the resultant differ-
ences between FCC intents and actions.

Who’s Who Tough To Figure

Actually in the griping, of course, the
breakdown, as to who is griping about
what, 18 not so easy to tabulate. This
stems from the obvious fact that in the
New York area there are represented In
FM, newcomers of proven radio savvy,
newcomers of no apparent savvy, new-
comers with plenty of behind-the-scenes
power, and AM operators looking for
FM appilcations,

(1) The FCC in 1ts August 24 report
proposed 20 metropolitan channels for
New York City. The FCC on September
12 nixed any community channels for
New York City by saying, “for the time
belng. until more FM stations are au-
thorized. the commission will not au-
thorize community stations in principal
citles of metropolitan districts In an
Area I having four or more AM stations.”

New York Limited

So, since New York is a principal city
in a metropolitan district having 15 AM
statlons whose identificatlon announce-
ments conelude, by specific FCC permis-
slon, with the words “New York,”* it is
easy to see that New York City will have
only 20 FM channels. Likewise, it 1s easy
to see that all of these will be FM-met«
ropolitan, none will be FM-community.

And. tince on September 12 the FCO
assigned 11 of the metropolitan chan-
nels to statlons heard in New York City"*
it is also easy to see that there are only
nine channels as yet unassigned. But
there ars 21 applications on file and at
least two more to come***.

Ergo: There's not enough to go around.
So who's gonna get what's left, the lo-
cals ask themselves.

FCC Inconsistent

(2) But none of the aforementioned
21 applizants, as yet unasslgned, knows
where he stands. For the FCC has been
inconsistent in 1ts saylngs on FM, at
least so say many of these locals. Here's
what thsy mean:

(a) It's no secret that the FCC has,
in the past, inferred that there would be
room in FM for newcomers and especlally
for those unable to get into AM due to
lack of facllitles or inability to finance
milllon dollar operations.

{b) These newcomers took courage
from the following sentence in the FCC
report of August 24: “The purpose of the
table Is simply to show that under the
allocation plan adopted by the commis-
slon It will be possible to have at least
as many metropolitan stations in Area I
as there are AM stations and in most
citles 50 per cent more.”

(¢} Yet the September 12 allocations
are a hit in the head for the newcomers,
and many another, too. Here's the way
they add it up:

New York Clity is limited to 20 metro-
politan channels, can get no community
channels. Elevenh frequencies have al-
ready been assigned. The August 24 re-
port of the FCC allotted New York Clty
metropolitan channels numbered 3, 9,
{See ALLOCATIONS BURN on page 14)
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CBS Promotwn Sustainer;

NBC “Pa,rade’ > Credits B R’s | Plan TO Flght

NEW YORK, Sept. 29.—New program
promotion of CBS and NBC differs this
year insofar as pre-season prevue pro-
ducilon are concerned. The GBS Stars
in the Afternoon bally, heard on two
successive Sunday afternoons was strictly
a sustalner, whereas the NBC Parade of
Stars, next Sunday (7) and Monday (8),
is commerclally minded.

Thus, the CBS show made no mention
of the sponsor, albeit the Hollywood
session chucked in a mention of Lur
Radio Theater, and everyone worked for
sustaining scale, NBC programs will
bally the sponsor as well as talent with

In Yens by All
Unionsin CBS
White Collars

Power Pull Under Way

NEW YORK, Oct. 1.—Declsion on the
future pattern of unionization of CBS
white-collar employees now rests With
the National Relations Board, with
fina! meetings on the question of
coverage to be held this week, Board
will hear briefs on the subject from CBS
management, the Columbla white-collar
committee represented by the United Of-
fice and Professional Workers of America
{CIO-UOPWA}, the International Broth-
erhood of Electrical Workers (AFL-IBEW)
and the International Alllance of The-
atrical and Stage Emplovees (AFL-
IATSE).

Tele-Radio Break Away

At a prellminary meeting on the unit
composition held September 13, UOPWA
and IBEW contended that an NLRB
election to determine jurisdiction should
be held with white-collar workers from
the entire CBS New York operation vot-
ing a2s a unit. IATSE, which has been
trylng to capture control of the television
field, split with its AFL brother union,
IBEW, and demanded a separate elec-
tion for the office staff at CBS Tele-
vision. Columbla management opposes
this stand, feeling that no division of the
white-collar groups should be made,
Management, however, has repeatedly
underscored the fact that it has no
preference on the cholce of a union.
However, CBS last week announced that
television technical operations will be
integrated into the over-all networks
pattern, 2 move which the trade inter-
prets as designed to show tkat there is
no difference between radio and tele
and so keep IATSE out. (For details see
story in the Television Depariment.)

Delay Certain

Trade observers predict that the
IATSE stand on separate elections for
television will mean the NLREB decislon
will be delayed. IATSE entered the con-
troversy, it is sald, as a means of getting
a wedge into technical television opera-
tions. For some time the IA has been
making gestures in the direction of tele-
vision, already winning an NLRB election
among DuMcnt technicians.

IBEW got into the act after the white-
collar committee had begun oreliminary
organizational work. The AFL union al-
ready represents Columbia engzineers and
saw in the white-collar organization a
chance to extend Its Jurisdiction at
CBS and avoid a threat to its hold on
the weh,

The UOPWA has promised Columbla
office staffers that it will continue to
press 1ts demand for an immediate cost
of living railse and correctien of out-
the

standing salary Inequities while
NLRB 1s making its declsion.

everyone, musiclans, talent, etc., drawing
commerclal sized checks.

Snapper is that CBS footed total bill,
‘while on NBC show, the sponsor is de-
livering the big name acts.

Station Clearance
Still Messing Up
Fitzgerald Program

NEW YORK, Sept. 29.—J. Walter
Thompson, agency for Ballentine beer
and ale, is taking no double-talk from
NEBC affillates. Product recently shifted
from CBS to NBC and, knowing they
had the new Barry Fltzgerald program,
His Honor, the Barber, in the works,
Thompson started clearing.

Several stations which had previcusly
been tabbed agreeable to beer biz sud-
denly reported time not avallable. Others
that had nixed brews, jJust as suddenly
became interested In taking the program
on the national spot rate, This, as most
everyone knows, is lower than the sta-
tion net on a web deal. Statlons were
able to double-talk because the program
is on non-option time.

Fed up with the attempted razzle-
dazzle, Thompson will, In at least eight
markets, put the program on via e. t.s,
using the best avallable time and outlet.
And NBC affillates In those markets sub-
sequently yearning for the Ballantine
biz will have to better the deal.

With Barry Fitzgerald, Academy Award
winner for his chore in Going My Way
fllm, and a Carlton E. Morse script, the
client and agency figure they’'ve got a
winner.

Kraft Still
Hopes to Hold
Crosby on Air

Everett C. in Eastern Huddle

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 1.—J. Walter
Thompson Agency expects the Crosby-
Kraft tiff to be settled soon as a result of
Everett Crosby's current Eastern huddle
with Kraft and J. W. T. execs. Before
leaving the Groaner’s business manager-
brother stated that the Kraft contract
had expired under provision of California
State law which puts a seven-year curb
on duration of worker contracts. Agency,
however, contends Crosby belongs to
Kraft for the next four years and says
he will be back on show before January 1,

Underlying trouble has been that Der
Bingel doesn’t llke being tied down by
weekly alrers, and besides feelers from
other sponsors who offer to broadcast
waxings of the show or bring him in via
wire prove tempting. Also, Crosby wants
more coln for his weekly stint, as taxes
cut off a heavy slice of his take. Situa-
tlon isn't helped any by fact that many
advertisers are running after the Groaner,
promising almost anything should he be
freed from Kraft.

To add to the dlfficulties, Crosby is
suffering from a kidney allment and is
slated to enter a local hospital as soon
as he winds up work on a current film,

Frank Morgan will handle the Kraft
air show while troubles are belng ironed
out and at the same time will give
Crosby a breather to regain h!s health.
Show will retaln the old format and will
include John Scott Trotter and a weekly
guester. Should Crosby decide to return
to KMH, Morgan will be retained and
will double with the Groaner.

FM RAZZLEDAZIIE,

CBS and NBC

Nets want more power than
indies and recognition of
their pioneering efforts

@

WASHINGTON, Oct. 1.—Granted a re-
hearing on October 15 by Federal Com-
munications Commission on rules for
assignment of FM frequencies, particu-
larly in New York metropolitan area,
Columbia Broadcasting System and Na-
tlonal Broadcasting Company are plan-
ning t¢ make last-ditch fights for power
superior to independenis. The two
jumbo networks, however, appear to face
a tough fight, and right now the chances
seem sllm for revision of FCC's allgea-
tlons issued on September 12.

CBS and NBC are raising argument
that nets appear to be discrimlnated
against, espectally in New York City area
FM assignments. But FCC is insisting
that equitable distribution of frequencies
Justifies allocations. FCC.spokesmen say
that all stations have been dealt with
equally. It is argued by®FCC engineers
that nets have their normal advantage
over indies thru opportunity fo extend
coverage thru affiliates. Nets, however,
believe that their “pioneering” efforts in
radio should be rewarded.

CBS’s Formal Protest

Informal protest filed with FCC last
week, CBS urged that commission assign
to it “an FM frequency in New York
which will provide coverage as great as
that of any other FM station In New
York and negative any expressed or im-
plled recognition that FM stations
owned by network companies should, by
reason of such ownership, be discrimi-
nated against.”

CBS stated in its formal protest that
FM frequency assigned to it by FCC
would zllow for coverage “which wlill be
inferior to that of certain other stations
in New York.” The net also objected
to what it said was “the apparent recog-
nitlion by FCC of the principle that the
desirable frequencies shall be denled to
a partleular class of licensees (ln this
case licensees who also operate nation-
wide networks) without regard to the
needs of llsteners or the relative show-
ings which may be made by applicants.”

Objection Basie?

“While the objection of Columbla Is
addressed.speclfically to the assignments
for the New York metropolitan area,”
stated CBS, “It extends to any principle
of Inferlor treatment, as it Is recognized
that similar problems may arlse in other
areas at a time when the demand for
channels exceeds the available supply.”
The net argued that the allocation plan
“Is contrary to the public Interest” be-
cause the channel assigned to CBS's FM
station in New York is “inferlor.” Ac-
cording to CBS it will have "an Inter-

(See CBS and NBC on page 14)

Speechless Brass

FRANKFURT. Germany, Sept.
29.—When the Glenn Miller Army
Alr Forces Band made Its last
broadcast from the E.T.O. here,
technlclans were unable to rig up
a line from the concert hall to
the AFN studios a few blocks
away. At the last minute an en-
glneer persuaded a WAC tele-
phone operator to carry the mu-
sic over phone lines to the studio.

Officers at the I. G. Farben
Buildlng, supreme headquarters
for the occupation forces, picked
up their phones during the half-
hour broadecast to find that the
band was providing their officlal
conversations with an unofficlal
background of hot jazz. Several
officers remained on the phone
fnr the whole half hour—speech-
ess.
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Allocations
Burn Outlets

There’s not enough chan-

nels to go around so some-

body’s going to lose out
@

(Continued from page 5)
11, 13, 15, 17, 18, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33,
36, 37, 39, 41, 43 and 45.

On Septemebr 12, the FCC assigned
the aforementioned 20 channels, made
its allocations on channels numbered 41,
45, 47, 48, 51, 53, 57, 58, 61, 63 and 65.
Obviously the FCC has spotted the New
York City channels higher than outlined
previously. And just as obviously, if
the numerical sequence revealed in the
August 24 report was any indicatlon, the
FCC had used two of New Yorks 20
channels for the Alpine (WFMN) and
Jersey City {WAAW) allocations.

Thls stands up, in the minds of the
locals, since both stations are famillar to
New York audlences. Also because the
August 24 report by FCC lists no metro-
politan channels for Jersey City, does not
list Alpine.

Scramble for Nine Channels

So, as they see 1t, it becomes a scram-
ble for the remaining nine channels. The
newcomers feel they haven’t got a chance
since they see nothing encouraging in
the 11 frequencies already assigned.
Filnch and Muzak are definitely not
newcomers to the radio scene, and met-
ropolitan is a pitch for two big depart-
ment stores. Furthermare, on the basls
of the assignments already made, the
AM stations figure to have a most potent
argument and edge. Namely, and again,
this (s the reasoning of the local aspirant.

WJZ, outlet for ABC, cannot be re-
fused so long as its competitors (WABC-
CBS, WEAF-NBC and WOR-MBS)} are
In FM.

WMCA, WNEW compete directly with
WHN, cannot be refused,

WINS ¢an claim it also competes with
WHMCA, WNEW, WHN, will probably not
be refused.

WLIB has & good record in its short
career under the present call-letters, can
also clalm a competitive situation. And
The New York Post, which owns WLIB,
cannot e refused an FM channel if The
New York Times, which owns WQXR,
has an FM outlet.

WBNX and WEVD have a long and
honorable record of forelgn language
service In this market, cannot easily be
refused. Addltlonally, WEVD had a labor
background and strong tles with the
dally Jewish newspapers.

With The Times and Post in FM, The
Deily News will not be kept out easily.
Then there's The Newark Evening News,
which recently purchased WBYN, Brook-
lyn, which likewise has a practically un-
beatable argument for an FM wave-
length.

Others Will Holler

And there go the nine remaining chan-
nels. But, and nere comes the rub,
WFAS, up in White Plains, and WPAT,
in Paterson, are entitled fo clalm
the right to grow and expand. The
New Brunswick Home News and Passaic
Daily News will scream murder if other
newspapers get FM and they don't. Like-
wise, the Unlted Auto Workers, with 2
Newark (N. J.) applicatlon, won't take
“nix” quietly. It's a einch Ellas Godof-
sky, with a fine record in AM radlo, rates
2 whack at FM. Throw in the People’s
Radio Foundation, which is a co-op of
listeners, the rumored applications-to-
come 0f The New York Sun and Marshall
Field's PM and it's easy to understand
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why the local boys with a yen for FM
are on a merry-go-round.

Full of Errors

But that isn’t the only carrousel In the
local FM corral. The oft-mentioned
August 24 report of the FCC Is full of
bulls.

The same report lists 13 AM outlets
in New York City when there are 15.*
The same August 24 report lists three
AM stations in Brooklyn, gives Brooklyn
no metropolitan channels, says its ell-
gible for community statlons.

Not only are there only two, not three,
Brooklyn stations, namely WBYN and
WBER, but Brooklyn is an irremovable
part of New York City, Therefore, Brook-
1yn, by virtue of thie September 12 ruling,
1s not eligible community stations,

And since Brooklyn is part of New
York City this town has a population of
11,000,000 people. It's also the top mar-
ket In volume of business, In value of
products. Yet the Albany, Troy, Sche-
nectady area with a total population of
about 380,000 gets, according to the Au-
gust 24 tabulation, 12 metropolitan sta-
tions.

Looks Like Run-Around

To the &s yet unassigned applicants
this all adds up to a run-around and
brush-off. And If that isn't enough,
they polnt t¢ WBBR (Brooklyn), owned
by the People’s Pulpit Assoclation (Zare-
path, N. J.), and WAWZ, the property of
Pillar of Fire. Both are religious groups,
both may want FM outlets; both might
be happy with community stations, but
there ain’t any in these parts.

Locals Dizzy

(3) You, say the local FM aspirants,
figure it out; they're dizzy from trying
and furlous over not belng able to get
& clarification from the FCC., Either the
FCC creates more FM channels for New
York or it restricts the FM metropolitan
stations, to New York.

Yet this obviously is i‘mposslble as try-
ing to I'mit the AM stations in Brooklyn
to Brooklyn, keeping those in Newark
from being heard in Manhattan, those in
Jersey Clty from being heard in Brocklyn,

Or else the FCC opens communlty
channels for the New York City market.
But here agaln it's impossible, for the
FCC rules are aglin’ it.

The only alternative, they say, is for
the FCC to admit it was only kidding
when it seid, “we want newcomers."” At
the same time, the FCC might also ad-
mit that Iike it or not it is perpetuating
broadcasting among its present licensees.

*WMCA, WEAF, WOR, WJIZ, WNTC. WARC.
WHN, WINS, WNEW, WLIB, WEVD, WOV,

, WOXR, WWRL. In ila August 24 break-
down, the FCG Tisted 18 AM stations in New Tork

City. Obvicusly somebody st the FCC forzot that
WLIB and WWRL were granted permission to
take the-"New York™ identity.
ae
Statlon channol Location
WAAW 41 Jersey City, N. J. (FM outlet
for WAAT)
WBAM 45 New York City {FM outlet for
WOR)
WABC-FM 47 NWew York City [FM outlet for
WABC)
WEAF-FM 49 New York City (FM outlet for
WEAF)
WKYC-FM 51 New York Clty (FM outlet for
WNYC)
WABF 53 New York City (licensed to
Metropolitan Television, Inc.
Two Jocal department stores,
Dloomingdale’s and Abra-
Lam & Stravs, are Metro-
polilan Television).
WHXNTF 5T New York City (FM outlet
* for WHN}
WFGG G0 New York City (licensed to
Wimn. Fineh, of Finch Facsi-
. mile) .
waory 61 New York City (Muzak)
WOXQ 83 New York City (FM outlet
for WQXR)
WEMN 65  Alpine, N. J. (Majcr Arm-
strong}
ros F
Newark, N. I: “Newark Evening News”

Fidelity Melin Hroadcasting Corp.
United Auto Workers
Atlantic Droadessting Co.
New Rrunswick, Howe News Publishing Co.
N. L.
Patersou, N. J.: WPAT
“Passaic Daily News"
Elias  Godofsky (ex-prez  of
WLIB)
Frequency Rroadeasting Corp.
Messrs.  Cortuda  and  George
Mavyoral
Pererd Fein

Brooklyn, N. Y.:

New York Cits:

News Syndicate Ine.
(Daily News)

WRNX

People's Radio Foundation, Ine.

WHMCA

WFAS (un in  Westchester
County on the New York City
border} also expected, are an
application from ““The New
York Sun," and one from Mar-
shall led molmbly for hig
Bewspaper “PAL"

Co.,

White Plains,
N. Y.

CBS and NBC
Plan To Fight

@
Nets want more power than
indies and recognition of
their pioneering efforts

(Continued from page 5)
ference-free coverage area within the 50
m.v. contour which (s only 62 per cent
of the similar service area of a superior
channel.” According to CBS, affiliation
cannot be relied on to fill the gaps “un-
less strategically placed community sta-
tlons were utllized. Obviously, “added
CBS, “if future networks are faced with
the same problem, a workable solution
becomes increasingly impossible.

“Aside Tfrom economic Infirmitles of
utilizing two or more statlons to perform
the service which one station can per-
form,” added CBS, “the primary purpose
of the community station as a means
of service . .. would be defeated. From
an economic standpolnt, of course, the
necessity of adding large numbers of
small communlity statlons in order to
provide adeguate coverage would prove
s0 burdensome as to place the FM net-
works at a declded economic disadvan-
tage which would be reflected in the
service which they render to listeners.’”

New Vs, Old Webs
Furthermore, CBS continued, new net-
works would get an unfair competitive
advantage over existing nets “which
ploneered In the development of FM and
will continue to ploneer during the
transition period.”

Program cholice, according to CBS, is
not increased by the proposed plan inas-
much as there Is no assurance that small
stations affillated with the neis will carry
the outstanding sustaining programs
which the nets originate, FM, added
CBS, will ellminate advantages which
standard stations have enjoyed. “To go
further and provide z substantial ad-
Yantage to non-pioneers Is a novel and
unsupportable procedure,” stated CBS.
“As CBS derlves a substantial portion of
its income from the operation of the sta-
tions which it owns, an undermining of
these sources of revenue by reducing the
competitive stature of network-owned
statlons to a sub-standard level will
seriously threaten CBS's abllity to as-
sume the pioneering costs of television
which will be enormous during the next
decade.” CBS emphasized its ploneering
efforts in radlo.

NBC in Like Vein

NBC in simllar veln argued that the
allocations are “contrary to public serv-
ice” because they glve network FM sta-
tions In New York City a tight service
area resulting in loss of service to half
g million persons. “Such discrimination,”
stated NBC. “is unsound.” NBC insisted
that its New York Clty WEAF-FM would
ke put at a disadvantage.

The two net protests were sole ones
deemed by FCC as warranting rehear-
ing. Zenith Radio Corporation in filing
took opportunity to take left-handed
swing at FCC, insisting that “instead of
reducing the service M stations con-
cerned” in Zenith’s communication,
it should be increased.” Several stations
suggested minor revisions and some con=
curred completely.

Meanwhile FCC, which late Friday (28)
had announced the rehearings for CBS
and NBC, regarded its major task of de-
vising FM rules as all but complete. A
last installment on FM standards of good
engineering pratices was issued Wednes-
day (25). These include rules for con-
struction and operation, and also apply
to non-commerclals.

Efforts are still being made to induce
FCC to revise rules by authorizing
reservation of several FM channels for
returning veterans. American veterans
committee made a plea for the change
last week, and other organizaticns are
expected to follow.

KSTP FILES CHARGE

(Continued from page 6)
bard, after KSTP was turned down, the
WLOL permit was granted.

Commission members explalned
WLOL's new towers were only 170 feet
higher than the Wold-Chamberlain Field
elevation and not In line with any air-
line runway. KSTP towers, on the other
hand, they sald, would be hazardous.
Hubbard claimed that if WLOL operates
in that location, KSTP will be blanketed
out because WLOL will have stronger

A Reason for
New York Four

fContinued from page 12)
plications pending than there would be
channels avallable.

Time Sharing Nix

Suggestion for time-sharing arrange-
ment as 2 means to meet the channel
shortage is not getting favorable re=
sponse from New York spokesmen, Ex-
pectation i3 that there will be lengthy
comment on this proposal.

Neutral observers here see FCC in a
difflcult position thru no fesult of its
own. These observers explain that FCC
hed to choose between alternative of
providing more than four channels for
New York at expense of several other
citles like New Haven and Hartford or
distributing channels to as many citles
as possible In East at expense of New
York. Necessity for providing a minimum
number to every State has made FCC job
21l the tougher, it Is explained, Conse-
quently, New York’s hope of getting in-
creased number of channels Is seen as
resting on willingness of other cities
o do without allocations.

FCC Will Co.Op If?

New York spokesmen are ochviously
prepared to push demands for the in-
creased number, Insisting that large
numbers of small communities (which
under FCC’s blueprint would have chan-
nels available}), would never use them
while New York 1s ready to use more than
three times the number allotied to it.
There is not the slightest doubt here that
FCC wlll be more than willing to go along
with New York's request if the other clties
are willing to do without channels. Pros-
pect Is that New York will not be alone
in the protests. Several other commu-
nities which have been studylng the
assignment chart are going to make a
bid for “equltable” distribution on basis
of population and sales volume.

It Is generally agreed that metropolitan
markets are forced to get a bad break in
assignments until video i= moved to
“upstairs” frequentcies where more chan-
nels are available. Under current blue-
print in “downstairs” frequencies, only 13
channels are beilng distributed among 140
markets. There is some possibility that &
higher celling for metropolitan stations
will be asked at the hearing.

Time for filing briefs has been extended
to October 8, with the hearing to open
three days later at 10:30 am,

Boston Newspaper
Asks Permission
To Buy WHDH

BOSTON, Oct. 1.—Application for the
Federal Communications Commission's
consent to purchase a contrelling inter-
est In the Matheson Radio Company,
Inc., licensee of WHDH here, was made
last Tuesday (25) by the Fidelity Broad-
casting Corporation, a wholly-owned
subsid of the Boston Herald-Traveler
Corporation. Filing of the application
finally conflrmed rumors which have
been floating arcund local radio clrcles
that WHDH would be sold to a Boston
newspaper.

Beyond confirming the planned pur-
chase, executives of the Herald-Traveler
Corpoeration had no statements to make
as to future plans. Present station staff,
the studies {n the Touraine Hctel, and
the transmitting facilitles at Saugus
will remaln as ls. No changes In policy
are planned, Grapevine specialists, know-
ing the Matheson Interest in fisherman’s
broadcasts, clalm that some gimmick
retaining these alr sesslons has been
written into the deal, Purchase makes
The Herald-Traveler the {flrst Boston
newspaper to operate a radlo statlon,

slgnal. Hubbard was interrupted by
Robert Aldrich, =airports director, who
szid matter of blanketing was up to FCC
and not to alrports commission. Alder-
man Harry Burgum, of Minneapclis, then
said there Is no comparison between
WLOL's little towers on a hill and
KSTP's 1,000-foot stick on the hill. Hub-
bard salid KSTP wanted the 1,000-foot
stick. Burgum retorted: “I'd say no.”

Rudr Bretz, CBS television producer,
takes aver October 1 as instructor in tihe
College of the City of New York television
ceurse, Bretz qualifies as a cameraman
and techniclan as well as producer,
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Anti-labor forces no like
. union bids for licenses—
! FM or otherwise

L
., WABHINGTON, Oct. 15. — Anti=
Lavorites here are planning to kick up
Political storm around International
Ladles' (iarment Workers' Unlon (AFL)
" bBld for FM licenses in New York, Boston,
FPhllageiphis and Chattanocoga. However,
WU's applications for the four sta-
tion licenses, filed with Federnl Com-
Jymunieations Commission last Monday
{8}, appear to have better than even
chenee for FCC npproval, largely because
1 possible beneficlal influence ILGWD
stations may have on rodlo programing
generaliy.
Attracting partlewlar attention 1Is
Wi's pledge to operate on non-
proflt basis, with sustaining programs
to be glven more than 50 per cent of
geach station’s alr time., The powerful
union, ready to sink more than hall s
Zniillon dollars in the four stetions, has
Elven FCC a program prospectus ems-
Phasizing community interest discus-
woElons, dramatics, religlous and health
programs, musie, news, rounded out by
&ports, children’s events and public
forums,
4 More Worried
Some anti-lgborites, grumbling ever
pioce United Aute Warkers (CIO) filed
applications for FM station licenses in
8ix cities (Los Angeles, €hicago; Newark,
N, J.. Cleveland, Detrol: and Flnr,
Mich.), are considerably more alarmed
by prospect of success by ILGWU chiefly
becsuse of ILGWU's achievements on
[ugi'c stage, Pins and Needles, and in or-
2unizing community dramatlc end dis-
cussion centers. It has been learned
AAuthorltatively that come anti-laborites
heve already beaten a path ie the door
©f the House Committes on Un-American
iictivities with hope of precipltating an
Inquiry that might prefudice Fco
R nst the applications. House Commit-
tee has been grappling with issue of
lgunching  full-scale Investigatlon of
radip statlon applicants, with confllict
seething behind scepes in Congress as
estlt of efforts by some Congressional
] ieaders to forestall recurrence of wliith-
1 nting practice of old Dles Commit-

tes, which proved costly to taxpayers as
weil a8 to prestige of Congress.
: Chain?

ILGWU's bid is seen ae introducing
&0 imporfant administrative precedent
In ragio statlon chaln operation. For,
Altho ILGWU will be only minority stock-
holder in each of proposed new statlons

d does nob plan to operate as chaln or
?:bu_r network, it is believed that regu-
if Intlons would not prevent ILGWU from
‘j becoming  minority stockholder in a
dinumier of statlons far in excess of
Spslx, which la Jimit for majority stock
“toonirol. ILGWT plan 18 fo invite locals
40! other unloms o Invest in ownership
‘Pand Yo matntain operstion axctusively on
{iocal basls 16 meet needs of specitic

nunity, There is definite possibility,
nowever, that the powerful unlon, whose
1044 budget reached 87342040 (more
A that Belf o million higher than previeus
{year’s budget), might develop interest
Jr s large number of stations.
i Talent Diggers
Netutral observers see in ILGWD's
prospectus an answer to FOCs oft-

ated ploa for improved local pro-
[ Hgraoning und increased stimulation of lo-
[jonl talent Emphasizing o pledge to foster
M community talent service, ILGWU in-

ormed FCO that Pins and Needley estab-

“onea and for all that no one
segrent of @ community has.a monopoly

o dramatic and musical talént” 17

and directed nnd i
for expression are avallable™
L JLGWU in its prospectus to
FGFCC, "thousands of hitherto unknown
rROns may make thelr contributions to
he  dramatic, musical and cultural

i

nty Labor Co-Ops and Ed Bids

ILGWU Plan[NBC, CBS Hopefully Ask New

‘Has Daﬂy Sked| FM Ruling; Slim Chance Seen

WASHINGTON, Oct. 15.—Radio en-
gineers who appeared at a rehearing here
foday on Federal Communications Com-
mission rules for assignment of FM Ifre-
quencles are hopeful that FCC will
change its mind and authorlze Increased
coverage for network stations and maybe
even increase the allotment for New York.
Despite this optimism, however, FCC is
demonstrating, outwardly ot least, a cool-
ness to the Idea of changing its rules,
All in pll, there appears to be an outside
chunce that the webs will get a better
break—alitho the chance continues to be
viewed ns very slim,

Columbla Broadcasting System engl-
Beers in arguments today proposed an
alternate allocation plan for FM statlons
in Area 1, seeking an increase irom
FCC's Hmit of 11 to 20 channels for New
York. In so doing, CBS asked FCC for
Channel 45 at 968 mc. for WABC—FA,
Under the CBS plan, New York would
get channels 21, 23, 25, 27, 20, 31, 33, 35,
a7, 30, 41, 48, 45, 47, 49, 51, 53, 55, 57
sud 59, Phlladelphia would get 13 chan-
nels (42, 44, 46, 48, 50, 52, 54. 56, 568, €0,
62, 64 and 86). Baltimore would get 10
(51, 53. 55, 57, 50, 61, 63, 65, 67 and 69),
Others would be: Dridgeport, 3 channels;
Hartford, 8; New Haven, 5; New London,
2, and Waterbury, Conn. 4. CBS plan

proposes FM frequencies for other licen-
sees und permitiees In New York area
as follows: WAAW (525 me.), Channel
23; WABF (52.1), Channel 21; WBAM
(88.50), Chennel 43; WEAF.FM (087.3),
Channel 47; WFGG {80.3), Channel 57;
WFMN (98.8}, Channel 55: WGYN (983.3),
27; WHNF (83.7). 20: WNYC-FM (94.5),
33, and WQXQ (94,1}, 31.

Today's rehearing on FM rules and ns-
signmenta was authorized by FCC to Jet
CEBS and NBC put additonal arguments
for chenge on record. GBS and NBC's
Informal protests, which culminated In
today's rehearing, insisted that FCC was
discriminating agalnst networks both in
assignment of frequencies and in cover-
age areas pliotted. GBS urged that FCC
assign It an FM frequency In New York
which will provide “coverage as greasl as
that of any other FM station” In the
metropolis. CBS stated that this was the
surest way to remedy & bad situstion and
without an impression given by FM rules
that FM stations owned by network com-
panies “should by resson of such owner-
ahlp be discriminated against.” NBC, in
1ts formal protest, argued that FCC's
FM sllocatlons are "contrary to public
Eervice because of tight service areas
allotted to webs."

Hub Department Store Biz
Proving That Retail Airings
Do Bring ’Em In To Buy

Three Biggies and Speciality Shops Get Biz Pay-Offs

BOSTON, Oct. 15—The slzable slice
of the depertment store advertising
melon which local radio stations rated
during the newsprint shortage looks good

are, In fact, strongly reminiscent of
recent remarks by Chalrman Porter and
Commissioner Durr on FM and program-
ing generally. Noteworthy Is the follows
ing statement by JLGWU.

“FM gives radio brogdeasting the great
opportunity to become the local town
meeting hell, the local music hall, the
loeal druma center, It will permit
the TLGWUS affillates to give to the
eommunity at large what formerly was
confined to the members, The moral and
financial eid of the ILGWU will be at
the dispossl of the !ocal applicant who
will be the licensee and have control over
statlon polley, These local groups wii
do an cutstending job In public-service
programing., Public heaith education,
the development and encouragement of
lgcal talent, and round-table discussions
on community Industry-lshor relation-
ships, and communlty consumer-farmer
relationsbips will constitute the four
largest segments of the ststion's public
gervice program.”

Alsp significant in this respect is the
following from the ILGWU prospectun
on {He with FCC:

Expanding Classrooms

“The conventional classrooms, theaters
and concert halls are no longer large
encugh to house the audience which
wanis to see and hear talent. Tech-
nologleal improvements have made it
possible for hundreds of thousands to
sce and hear, by merely turning a dial,
‘where formerly only hundreds {after pay-
ing an asdmission price) could see and
hear, Prequency Modulation broadcast-
ing will be one of the media which will
enable the widest dissemination of cul-
ture, education and wrt. It ls Joglcal
and in keeping with the long-estabiished
policy of the TLGWU to picneer In new

to remsin theirs now that the shortage
has eased. In fact, hew retall sponscrs
entering the lists go to prave that radio
hes a definite place in the promaotinnal
re.

Currently, three of the big {ive depart-
ment stoeres, Glichrist’s, Fllenes and
Jordan's, have regular alz shows over Hub
etatlons, In September, Chandler's, Bos-
ton's oldest speclalty store, inaugirated
i new show for teen-agers over WNAOQ,
On October 15, Lemson & Hubbard. an-
other leading speclalty shop, will undez-
wrile a threestimes-z-week 13-minute
WNAC program titled Tee af the Copley,

WNAC Out in Fromt

Check-up of statlons rating the retall
ETavy puts WNAC, Yanitee Network key
station, well out front In the fleld. Gii-
christ’s Is underwriting The Answer Man,
& 1S-mipute show five tmes o week
from 6:30 to 8:45 p.m, Filene’s 1s spon-
soring Tello-Test over the same station
three times a week af 9:15 to 9:30 a.m.
Chondler's is paylng the freight for a
half-bour Saturdey morning stanza
almed at high school girle and titled
Chandler’s Teen-Age House Party. With
the entrance of Tea at fhe Copley, spon-
sored by Lamson & Hubbard, WNAC hes
the hesviest retall representation in Bos-
ton.

Check-up with the radio-minded re-
tallers reveals that the stores have found
that radio can and does seil merchandlse.
Binee moat retall advertlsing hns to pay
ite way by showing sales agalnst ad cost,
the fact that stores are cutting s larger
slice of the melon for alr promotions
proves that returns are good, Institu-
tlonnl value of alr shows, too, has been
proven by hesmvy mal response,

Opinlon locally is that the alert pro-
motional methods of the stotlons, par=
ticularly WNAC In plugging store shows,
has made plenty of Iriends among re-
tatlers, Newspaper have been by-passing
store plugs for too long in the Boston
picture. This is now paying off In re-

pi

Co-Op &Farm
Croup Ideas

Even existing station chan-
nels eyed by religious
groups and colleges

@

WASHINGTON, Oct. 15.—With a leng
pent-up flow of nearly 200 conditfonal
license grants due to get a start this
week, Feders! Communications Commis-
sion finds [tzelf fucing declsion whether
farm co-operatives, labor organlzations,
educational and religions groupsa will get
Increased role in blg-time radlo, Plenty
of the nearly 1.000 applications filed with
FCC are from co-ops, labor unions, re-
liglous and educational groups seeking
either new statlons or increased power
for Dbroadenating st better Hstening
hours. In nddition, FCC i ancouraging
development of vast new chalns of
reglona!l  non-commercial  educational

stations.
Bestdes four applications from Inter-
pational Ladies' Garment Workers®

Unlon {see story on this page) for FM
Heenses. applizations walting 10 be pro-
cessed include o bld from Chicage Fed-
eratlon of Labor to increase power from
10 Xw. to 50 %w. and Instali new trans-
mitter for making chanzes in day-night
uses for its standerd broadcast station
WC¥L {Chicago), Meanwhile. tush of
bids from other laber gTOUPS for em-
ployer role in FM includes appite
by Amalgamated Broadeoastin
Inc. (CIOY. for FM llcenses In Cht
New York, Rochester, N. Y., and Phlla-
delphia. These applications, tho filed,
have not been accepted. Four other
CIO spplleations (United Auts Workers)
for FM 1 s have becn on flle for
gome month

Co-ﬂpq Want Plr‘n!,‘.‘

Presence of co-operatives among the
applicanta is being Telt inereasingly. For
cxample, Ohlo Council of Farm Ce-Op-
eratlves, aeting In Behalf of ag co-ops of
Ohlo as well as that State's Farm Burean
and Grange, has declared 1t intentlon
to push for a chaln of four FM stations
ln Ohio with plans to cover the whola
State with “reguiar broadeust service™
Key statlon would be In Columbus, O,
Potomac Co-Operntive Federation, Inc.,
wants {0 start an FM statlon 1n natlon’s
capltal, the Tirst request for such a
group from thls lecality. An unusual
combinstion of sponcors’ |s seen in lne-
up in bid for new FM lcense in Holly-
wood, Spousiers Include followtng: Phillp
M. Conneliy, v of CIO; George
Campbsil, Mu. Usnlon (AFLY; Pawl
Stewnrt, Cal Euh! {Radlo Producers and
Directors): Emmet Lavery, president:
Screen Writers' Gulfld: Dr.  Frankln
Pearing. psychology prof st University
of Cailfarnis, at Los Angeles; Bert Cotte
scheulk, radlo engineer: Alvin Wilder,
news commentator, and “otherz doing
business 'as  Hollywood Community
Radlo Group.™

Aa an example of what radio can ex-
pect from educational groups, St Ofaf
College’s standard broedcast station
{WCAL)} at Northfleld, Minn., wants to
change Its operating hours from sharlng
time with KUOM 1o full dayiime OpETA-
tlan,  Time would be rellnquished by
HUOM. 8t Louls University wants to
boost its standord broadesst station's
(WEW} power from 1 kw. to 50 kw.,
changing hours of operation from day-
time to unlimited time, Among rellglous
group applications, Missionary Society
of 5t. Paul the Apestle wants use of
standard broudcast facllitles of WNEW
(New York).

Johns Quits WCCO for Agey.

MINNEAFPOLIS, Oct, 15—J, Frank
Johns, time peddler for WECO, 082 cut-
let here, leaves to become merchandise
exec for Melomed-Hobbs, Inc., locul ad
agency. Change takes effect today (15).
At Melamed-Hobbs. Johns, who hes been
with WCCO since 1943, will have charge
of merchandising agency products among
radio and newspsper sccounts and will
work with sslesmen In promoting

3




NEW JERSEY COMMERCIAL FM RADIO STATIONS

SERVICE AREA SORTED % OF TOTAL SERVICE OVER WATER
SERVICE AREA SQ KM

CALL CLASS CH LAND  WATER TOTAL %LAND %WATER
- [wwac A 274 499.6| 1465.0| 1964.6 25.4% 74.6%)
- lwezT A 254 585.2| 1670.0| 2255.2 25.9% 74.1% 0
. |weGez A 272 412.0 1108.0] 1520.0 27.1%| 72.09%)
- |wezw A 226 407.8] 1074.0] 14818 27.5% 72.5%| E;
-~ |WBHX A 259 240.4 566.1 806.5 29.8% 70.2%
; - lwwazy A 296 927.9| 1690.0 2617.9 35.4% 64.6%|
50% OR [WZXL B 264 21403| 3620.0] 5760.3 37.2% 62.8%| 50% OR
GREATER |WISE A 292 880.2| 1301.0] 2181.2 40.4% 59.6%| GREATER
: - |wPUR B1 297 2729.2| 3229.0] 5958.2 45.8% 542%
~ |wRraT A 240 779.3 906.8] 1686.1 46.2% 53.8%
|WFPG B 245 5219.5| 5648.0] 10867.5 48.0% 52.0%|
WMGM B 279 5120.6| 5373.0| 10493.6] 48.8%|  51.2%|
|WBBO A 253 1157.9] 1179.0] 2336.9 49.,5% 50.5%|
|WTKU-FM A 252 1158.1| 1179.0] 23371 49.6% 50.4%|
WIBG-FM A 232 929.4 908.5| 1837.9 50.6% 49.4%
WAYV B 236 2842.0| 2776.0] 5618.0 50.6% 49.4%
WCHR B1 289 2832.9] 2638.0 5470.9 51.8% 48.2%
WAIV A 288 918.5 837.1] 17555 52.3% 47.7%
4(:;’;0 WZBZ A 257 1006.6 860.0 1866.6 53.9% 46.1% 4?3;0
WEN) B 247 6947.5| 5928.0( 128755 54.0% 46.0%
WTTH A 241 906.6 764.5| 1671.1 54.2% 45.8%
WIRZ A 261 1075.4 799.6| 1875.0 57.4% 42.6%
WKMK A 292 1055.1 7285 17836 59.2% 40.8%
WILK A 232 1161.6 656.4| 1818.0 63.9% 36.1%
WTHJ A 293 1632.7 919.6| 25523 64.0% 36.0%
WOBM-FM A 224 1217.0 645.0] 1862.0 65.4% 34.6%
20%TO |WPAT B 226 10065.0] 3489.0] 13554.0 74.3% 25.7%| 20%TO
40%  |WHTZ B 262 10154.4| 3454.0] 13608.4 74.6% 25.4%| 40%
WQXR Bl 290 35826 1022.0] 4604.6 77.8% 22.2%
WDEL A 269 1355.6 386.2| 17418 77.8% 22.2%
WSJO B1 285 4960.9| 1246.0| 6206.9 79.9% 20.1%
WNSH B 234 11176.5| 1785.0] 12961.5 86.2% 13.8%
WKXW B 268 12835.0 702.5{ 13537.5 94.8% 5.2%
WAWZ B 256 8024.5 392.7| 8417.1 95.3% 4.7%
WPRB B 277 11134.3 275.9| 114102 97.6% 2.4%
WMGQ A 252 1788.4 30.8] 1819.2 98.3% 1.7%
WKVP B 295 13027.5 157.0| 13184.4 98.8% 1.2%
o%To. PVEEN B 248 10632.1 36.2| 10668.3 99.7% 0.3% e
S0%  |WVLT A 221 2531.1 0.0 2531.1] 100.0% 0.0%| 500
WPST B 233 12250.3 0.0| 122503 100.0% 0.0%
WSUS A 272 1785.7 0.0 17857 100.0% 0.0%
WNNJ B1 279 5518.3 0.0 5518.3] 100.0% 0.0%
WDHA-FM A 288 1843.5 0.0 18435| 100.0% 0.0%
WHCY A 292 1894.1 0.0 1894.1] 100.0% 0.0%
WWYY A 296 2522.9 0.0] 25229| 100.0% 0.0%
WPPZ-FM A 300 2453.6 0.0] 2453.6| 100.0% 0.0%

27 CLASS A (15 are Restricted to 3 KW or Less ERP)
14 CLASS B
5 CLASS B1

TOTAL 46 COMMERCIAL STATIONS
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NEW JERSEY COMMERCIAL FM STATIONS
WITH GREATER THAN 50% OF SERVICE
AREA OVER WATER
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WWAC (274)
WCZT (254)
WGBZ (272)
WEZW (226)
WBHX (259)
WWZY (298)
WZXL (264)
WJUSE (292)
WPUR (297)
WRAT (240)
WFPG (245)
WMGM (279)
WBBO (253)

B WTKU-FM (252)
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Listener Counts By dBu Contour

Percentage of Listening Outside the 54 dBu Cantour {Using the 54 dBu as Base Layer)

Contour | WAWZ | WBBO | WBHX | WCHR | WDHA | WFPG | WIK | WIRZ Contour | WAWZ | WBBO | WBHX | WCHR | WDHA | WFPG | WILK | WIRZ
Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners { Listeners | Listeners

60 dBu 130,048 | 15,396 1,637) 39,041| 16999 37,825| 65685| 12,472 60 dBu

57 dBu 142,219 15,39 1,637| 39424| 31,863| 38901| 76756| 16,631 57 dBu

54 dBu 160,960 | 23276| 1,637| 49943| 38752| 43,194| 92156| 17,705 54 dBu FCC PROPOSED “BASE LAYER" PROTECTED CONTOUR

50 dBu 184,799 | 27,773 1,637 | 55686] 51540] 41,620) 94,840) 22,327 50 dBu 15% 19% 0% 11% 33% 1% 3% 26%
48 dBu 208,688 | 27,773 1,637 | 58,260| 68680] 41620 94940 22327 48 dBu 30% 19% 0% 17% T7% 1% 3% 26%
45 dBu 244918 34,123 3211| 58,260| 76542| 42,539| 103,907] 22,327 45 dBu 52% 47% 96% 17% 98% 3% 13% 26%
40 dBu 274,414 | 38,752 4300 | 58,652) 119,179| 44,933 | 108,087 ) 22,540 40 dBu 70% 66% 163% 17% 208% 9% 17% 27%

Listening Counts by dBu Contour Percentage of Listening Outside the 54 dBu {Using the 54 dBu as the Base Layer)
Contour | wink® | WKXW | WMGQ | WOBM | WRAT | WTH! | wwazy z Contour | WKMK | WKXW | WMGQ | WOBM | WRAT | WITHI | WWZY
Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners | Listeners

60 dBu 12,686 | 245437 119,969 | 20,046| 25585| 6,273| 51,345 60 dBu

57 dBu 17,890 | 277,603 | 1414421 21,003| 27496| 6,273 51,358 57 dBu

54 dBu 27,385 327,961 | 166,774 | 22,339 28758| 7,520) 73,370 54 dBu FCC PROPOSED "BASE LAYER" PROTECTED CONTOUR

50 dBu 31,056 | 400,891 | 188,500 24,831| 37,025 8,721) 89,768 50 dBu 13% 22% 13% 11% 29% 16% 22%

48 dBu 31,056 | 403,771| 194,179| 28,049| 42931| 10873| 91,685 48 dBu 13% 23% 16% 26% 49% 45% 25%

45 dBu 40727 | 451,122 211,287 | 28,247| 45634| 11,486 101,498 45dBu | 49% 38% 27% 26% 59% 53% 38%

40 dBu 60,908 | 540,883 | 237,306| 30,173 | 55658| 18474| 132,179 40 dBu 122% 65% 42% 35% 94% 146% 67%

L Simulcasted with WTH)

% Simulcasted with WBHX
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